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Physiology or Medicine 

As a Jew, I share a strong commitment to the 
Jewish intellectual tradition. That tradition places 
emphasis on learning -- learning for the sake of 
understanding and perfecting our world, and 
learning for its own sake. Through the ages, we have 
taken pride in being known as the 'People of the 
Book" and have carried our Torah and our traditions 
with dignity and affection. Even in the face of 
persecution and dispersion, and often denied access 
to centers of learning, the Jewish people, never 
satisfied with conventional answers, have always 
valued intellectual inquiry and continued to honor 
wisdom and learning. 

Moreover, being Jewish means to me having a 
deep attachment to family. I grew up in an era of 
lightly-knit families which shaped our values and 
world -view. Today, the family, including the Jewish 
family, is said to be an endangered institution. It is 
time for us to rededicate ourselves to strengthening 
Jewish family life. Surely this is our best investment in 
the Jewish future. 

Finally, Judaism represents a great synthesis of 
universal and Jewish values. For me as a Jew, there 
need be no conflict between science and religion. 
Moses Maimonides, philosopher and codifier of 
Halacha (Jewish law), also graced the world of 
medicine. He is a role model of living in two worlds, 
Jewish and universal, and of making them one. 

The greatness of this country is that here we can 
be fully Jewish and fully American. American Jews 
are blessed to be living in a country where one need 
not compromise one's Jewishness to enjoy the 
opportunities of an open, pluralistic society. 

In a world which is too often concerned with 
instant pleasures and self- gratification, Jews have 
long believed in the importance of scholarship and 
disciplined learning. Accordingly, let us rededicate 
ourselves to the traditional values of our people and 
the service of humanity. 

The American Jewish Committee is proud to present 
this message, the third in a series, on the meaning of 
being Jewish today. The Jewish community offers an 
abundant diversity of intellectual, spiritual and cultural 
opportunities that can enrich and deepen one's life. 
Jewish living, we believe, provides rootedness in the 
present and a link to our history and destiny. 

We encourage all Jews to explore the many paths to 
being a Jew in contemporary America, and to experience 
the joy and beauty of the Jewish heritage. 

For information on a variety of programs and 
organizations which can help you develop your 
connection to Jewish life, write or call us at 
(212) 751 -4000, ext. 267. 
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